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3. 


HIGHLIGHTS 


The enemy threat in the Quang Nam - Quang Tin 
Province area has been increased by the move of 
another North Vietnamese regiment into the area. 

I. The Military Situation in South Vietnam ;. 
Casualties were high on both sides on 27 December 
as US and Communist forces battled in widespread, 
sections of the country (Paras. 1-6) .' The North 
Vietnamese 31st Regiment has moved into Quang Nam 
Province and may join.with other Communist units in 
the coastal areas of central I Corps (Paras. 7-9). 

. ii. Political Developments in South Vietnam ; 
Two lower house blocs are attempting to expand 
their membership and arrange alliances with other 
political groups. There are indications of efforts 
to form a national Buddhist political party (Paras. 
1 - 6 ) . 

III. Military Developments in North ^Vietnam : 

A number of bypasses for the Doumer Bridge across 
the Red River are in place•or under construction • 
(Paras. 1-2). 

IV. Other Communist Military - Developments : 
There is nothing of significance to report. 

V. Communist Political Developments : There 
is nothing of significance'to report. 
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1. Lar Cn^ t ‘or S wour,atd ie at tht St of 

° n 27 Deoe tl; os »« 

2. Elements of a battalion ene my and 

assault^on 0 suspected Commnnist^position^ s ^ Ho a. 

r/fStfuon^ 3?g£ 

?°iftn b iese t 0 9”th Regiment were in we^ nine 

lEfs2 S>3i w® - 

37 wounded. thia engagement were part 

3 „ US forces in _^is9 BOLLING which has 

Of. the two-battalio^i yen Province 

f 8 e SeptSsr! »• “rfvlfcomunist suspects have 

jc 9 i ft' enemy ^ .tuA 95th Regimen » 

for 218 eneiu^ Elements of the y Division, 

been detained. Eiem vie tnamese 5 th divi 

:r.“» *r?b%s;.s5 » F" 

have been refitting | ibly before the 

Tet^holidays 6 in late danuary. 

4.. An.82-mm^mortar b barrage p Of f Some 

rounds was directed Dau Tieng, some 42 

25th infantry ^i S1 sa . on in northwestern Bin^ 

miles northwest i on 2 7 December. ^ d 

Ttsc^accompanied ^wo heU‘ 

resulted in one *i“^' of t he rounds, may hav 

bee^arme^wittTdelayed hours*afteethe intense 

defenders l?y . „ OQ norernbe r 1967 
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5. The attackers were 

1 , 500 -man 101?t Regiment, Elem@nts of this unit have 
Vietnamese 7th _ + . hwes tern corner of Binh 

been spotted in the not ** relocating from north- 
Duong Province after r s y repositioning of 7th 

ern Tay Ninh Province. -Th ^ enemy to harass rear 
Division units has enabl na tinc? in the sweep 

areas of allied units participating Nlnh Prov- 

operation now under way m n 

nice • , ^ 

6. Another five ^"^^skirmish 

wounded on 27 December during ia a oompany from 

in central Binh Duong engaged a Communist 

the US 199th Infantry '"fine an enemy 

force of additional companies reinforced 

Sful pa«ol ind drove off the enemy, who 
bodies behind. 

.. Rgajaent Southwest of_PaJjanc . . 

7. On 26 December, r^io^^^^-^etn^mesl 
located the headquarters Q ° f D * h Nang in Quang Nam 
31st Regiment southw „ subordinate of the _ 

Province. The ^ 3 4 i st Division which was actlV ® 

North Vietnamese 341st earlier this year, has 

the Demilitarized Jon® ar Laotian infxl- 

been noted moving t ^^f we eks.. Late last month 
tration corridor rn we st of the A Shau 

it was located m Laos D tQ be en route to 

valley. The unit now appear vision and local 
join the North Vietnamese _ Quang Tin border 

Viet Cong forces in the Q 9 2nd Division, the 

llll if the 31st does join the /no ^ ^ gon _ 

"c^S fe 9-Sylncreased^ 

155 p-*- — 

3 nst to the ^/tTofXelnd Division ifiSSSy 

Da Nang area. \ 
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a "well armed” North Viettam. | n area some 
- strength of 2,000 men had moved in. ^ re - 
a srrexiy Nang. -that 


25 miles west. °f Da Nan|^ t , further stated that 

srs 

^.'srsjisiss.'~<“ “ 

January. f 

9 . Tbe recent yvement of major elements^ 

the headquarters of Htlit y ^ Qaang Nam - (Juana 
Fro. their Do Xa base are^to.tn ^ , mpenai action 
Tin border is another ly attack' by- the 31s , 

In this 9? netal # “S; r “ou?d not be-ruled out. _ 

npariment in particular . Reaiment moved f£°* 

K the North Vietnamese ^fcSfarea this fall, 
the highlands down tot a ult near Song Be without 
it launched an all_o_ preparations » 

making the prolonged battl offensives .. Also, the 

usually characterize e y p Joon after the 

fighting i n .^ e „°rth Vietnamese 1st Division in 
SSS SSnSi province in late October, 
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i, TW -SOUTH VIETNAM 


n. POLITICAL 

!. Both the Buddhist- leaning s^ve^loc 

and the catholic “ 3e P®" a ®" J x pand their membership, 
house are making invo ivId in efforts to found 

a h nat r iofa 6 l S Shist y political party. 

• tro Til oc convened a meeting on 
2. The progressive Bloc conve—- ^ > to 

20 December J_— n ther lower house groups, P ar " 

persuade members o «-i oc to join the 

ticularly the Indepen en^ groU p which would be^ 
gressives in formi g new bloc is re¬ 

called the Popularist Bloc. Th , nfluence of the pro- 
portedly intended to offs^ th^ 18 D f an expected 
government Demoera the meeting, however, an 

40 deputies appear disillusioned at the pro¬ 
several of these Closed new bloc. One of 

Buddhist nature of the prop reporte d to have 

r t .rss -- 

fe^la "fd°rt^n Ca sipport of 20 to 25 deputies 

_ . i. Thich Thien Minh and Sena- 

3. Militant Buddhist Thih ed at the 

tor Ton That Dinh also reported, y PP Minh an d Dinh 

meeting# — — — — - * —^ a nation 


tor TOu F1XUU auu — 

meeting. L—r~r„ »fforts to establish a national 
are both involved in efforts & third source reports 

Buddhist politics ' Van sung are attempting 

that Dinh and Senator Da 9 The purpose of 

to form a Buddhist socialist patty^ c ^ tholic in - 

this party would be to c °^er regard as 
fluence, which Dinh^Cse^Ahe recent election of 
three'catholics"tc^ the Senate’s board of officers. 

4. Dinh and Sung are ^ r ker- SoIdier Bloc 

representatives of their Farm Dinh 

in these efforts. , d rs of both the mili- 

is negotiating wit Bud dhist factions and that 

tant and the mode *^ interested in forming a joint 
these leaders appear mteresrea leader an d in 

political bloc under a none: L “ ization headed by 

TrarTvan ^Farmer-Worker-Soldier Bloc president. 
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„ * nine its efforts to 

5 As for the independence ? ' ps may 

.. Itself with- other lowe * of Its members. 

3 ^ resistance from some of ^ ^ , g ^ 

—-- .-Agreements with members 

■ attempHng to getwor ing^9 the Youth Group an 

Of the A 1 L^t“^alks with the 0 “ r ing 

fa S rmfr-Sorker-Soldier s blocS a rn h an t , ght _ w . ng groups . 

6 . Nothing decisive^has^esultednfrom these 

staunch^Catholic Sers -^rf^rgelng 

3gs image - 
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III. 


military 


developments ajjoss-vaaa 


i. Photography of l^f^o/Sr^onStruo- 

^^iisewaV“P on ^ oon brid-9 es . ^. north and south of 
Uon aiofs the Red ^f^/^idge. The cause- 
the recently bombed Paul Doum constructed of 

^ys run out from the banks and a^ ^ ba rs. 
rock and gravel laid ^ neC essary to com- 

Pontoon secti °"|“ e a <pwo causeway-pontoon bridges 

plat* the crossings. ™ th of the Doumer Bridge 

about a mile an third bridge, located 

are operational• _ northwest of the Doumer 

Bridge^i^under construction.- 

2 . The new Red Bive ^ “Itfllvef 0 ^^ 

capable of J^SuseSlys should be serviceable^for 

t-raffic. The causewa;Y 5 . nd wa shed out 

several months u^il undermined ^ the Red 

when the present •«“°5 a “* ut Ju „ e . There are 12 

River returns to normal ebo ros sing facilities, half 

S^S^SStoftS miles of the Doumer Bridge. 
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